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Report of the Programme 2024-2025 

Lecture on the Centenary Celebration of Rajarshi Shahu Chhatrapati Maharaj  

1) Time           : 11.00 to 12.30     

2) Day and Date    :  Saturday & 27 July 2024   

3) Objectives of the Programme :  

1) To learn about Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj's agricultural policy. 

2) To understand how agriculture in Kolhapur prospered due to Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj's 

agricultural policy. 

4) Outcomes of the Programme :   

1) Information about Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj's agricultural policy was obtained. 

2) Information was obtained about how agriculture in Kolhapur prospered due to Rajarshi Shahu 

Maharaj's agricultural policy. 

5) Brief Summary of the Programme: 

A lecture on “Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj’s Contribution to Agriculture” was held on July 

27, 2024, as part of the Centenary Celebration of Rajarshi Shahu Chhatrapati Maharaj. Organized 

by the Shahu Club, the History Department, and the IQAC Department, the session featured Dr. 

D. L. Kashid-Patil as the keynote speaker, with Principal Dr. R. K. Shanediwan presiding. Dr. 

Kashid-Patil described Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj as a progressive and experimental ruler who 

implemented transformative agricultural reforms in the Kolhapur princely state. His contributions 

included constructing the Radhanagari Dam, establishing agricultural education institutions, 

promoting tea and coffee plantations, encouraging beekeeping, providing interest-free loans to 

farmers, and expanding Kolhapur’s jaggery and cotton markets. He also introduced cooperative 
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societies and supported farmers by enabling them to purchase plows at reduced prices through 

Kirloskar industries. 

The lecture emphasized Shahu Maharaj’s commitment to public welfare and his adherence 

to Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj’s principles of protecting people’s rights. Dr. Kashid-Patil also 

acknowledged the contributions of figures like Radhabai, Maharani Laxmibai, Sir M. 

Visvesvaraya, Guru Fraser, Lord Hill, and Rao Bahadur Sabnis in assisting his developmental 

initiatives. Principal Dr. Shanediwan, in his concluding remarks, underscored the importance of 

spreading Shahu Maharaj’s ideologies during the centenary celebration and urged leaders and 

citizens to follow his path for true progress. The event was coordinated by Dr. Suresh Shikhare 

(welcome address), Dr. S. S. Rathod (introductory speech), and Dr. R. D. Mandanikar (vote of 

thanks), with active participation from faculty members, administrative staff, and students. 
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As part of the centenary birth anniversary celebrations of Rajarshi Shahu Chhatrapati Maharaj, a 

lecture by Dr. D. L. Kashid-Patil was held on the topic “Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj’s Contribution to 

the Agricultural Sector.” 
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