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Report of the Programme 2024-2025 

History Conference on the Life and Work of Rajarshi Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj 

1) Time           : 9.00 to 1.00 

2) Day and Date    : 4 February 2025 

3) Objectives of the Programme :  

1) To understand how the legacy of Rajarshi Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj's thoughts and actions 

can be preserved in the present times. 

4) Outcomes of the Programme :   

1) Became aware of how the legacy of Rajarshi Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj's thoughts and actions 

can be preserved in the present times. 

5) Brief Summary of the Programme: 

The History Department and IQAC organized a History Conference on February 4, 2025, 

centered on "The Life and Work of Rajarshi Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj." This event was a part 

of the Amrit Mahotsav of Dr. Sunilkumar Lavate and the Centenary Golden Jubilee Year of 

Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj. The conference commenced with a floral tribute to Rajarshi Shahu 

Maharaj, setting the stage for meaningful discussions on his legacy. 

The first session, led by Dr. Ismail Pathan, focused on Shahu Maharaj’s contributions to 

women’s education. He highlighted key legal reforms such as the Widow Remarriage Law, inter-

caste marriage promotion, and protection against exploitation. Shahu Maharaj also took 

significant steps in advancing women's education by establishing separate schools for girls, 

providing scholarships, and offering free education at Rajaram College. His personal efforts in 
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supporting women’s higher education, such as encouraging his widowed daughter-in-law to 

pursue modern skills and funding Krishnabai Kelavkar’s medical education abroad, were 

emphasized as remarkable achievements. 

The second session, delivered by Comrade Umesh Suryavanshi, explored the uniqueness 

of Shahu Maharaj’s reforms. His contributions to reviving Shivaji Maharaj’s legacy, such as 

reinstating the Shiv Shaka Calendar, were discussed. Shahu Maharaj’s economic and social 

welfare initiatives were significant, including efforts to combat the 1894 famine, the 

establishment of daycare centers for working women, and measures to control the spread of the 

plague. His progressive stance in politics was evident in his support for social reform movements, 

his recognition of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s leadership, and his role in ensuring marginalized 

communities received justice. Furthermore, his investments in infrastructure and economic 

development transformed Kolhapur into an educational and industrial hub, while his patronage of 

sports, particularly wrestling, reinforced his commitment to holistic development. 

The concluding session featured a presidential address by Principal Dr. R. K. Shanediwan, 

who stressed the continued relevance of Shahu Maharaj’s ideologies. He acknowledged Dr. 

Sunilkumar Lavate’s contributions to historical research and expressed gratitude for his 

mentorship. A key highlight of the closing ceremony was Dr. Lavate’s donation of an 18-volume 

collection of philosopher Tarkateerth Lakshman Shastri Joshi’s works to the Shivaji Library. 

The conference was efficiently coordinated by faculty members, including Dr. Suresh 

Shikhare, Dr. Shivaji Jadhav, and Prof. S. D. Aparadh. The event attracted renowned scholars, 

researchers, faculty, and students, all of whom actively participated in the discussions. The 

conference successfully provided a platform to analyze and appreciate Shahu Maharaj’s 

progressive leadership, reaffirming his lasting impact on Maharashtra’s socio-economic and 

educational landscape. 
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In the History Conference on the topic "Life and Work of Rajarshi Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj," 

Principal Dr. Ismail Pathan delivered a lecture on Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj’s initiatives and laws 

related to women’s education and protection. 

 
In the History Conference on the topic "Life and Work of Rajarshi Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj," 

Comrade Umesh Suryawanshi delivered a lecture on the subject "The Uniqueness of Rajarshi 

Shahu’s Work." 
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