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Report of the Programme 2024-2025 

National seminar on The Relevance of Rajarshi Shahu Chhatrapati Maharaj in the 21st 

Century 

1) Time           : 9.00 to 05.30      

2) Day and Date    :  25 September 2024 

3) Objectives of the Programme :  

1) To understand his role in promoting social justice by fighting against casteism and 

untouchability. 

2) To study his emphasis on education and analyze his contributions to women's empowerment 

and gender equality. 

3) To explore his initiatives in agricultural development and water conservation, and their 

relevance to modern challenges. 

4) To examine his progressive social reforms such as the abolition of child marriage and support 

for inter-caste marriages. 

5) To assess his visionary leadership in the fields of industry, governance, culture, and sports as a 

model for inclusive development. 

4) Outcomes of the Programme :   

1) Understood the impact of his efforts in promoting social justice by opposing caste 

discrimination and uplifting marginalized communities. 

2) Gained insights into the importance of education and recognized his significant role in 

advancing women's rights and gender equality. 

3) Evaluated his contributions to agriculture and water management and related them to current 

environmental and farming issues. 

4) Appreciated the significance of his progressive reforms, including the abolition of child 

marriage and encouragement of inter-caste unity. 



2 

 

5) Recognized his visionary leadership and its influence on modern governance, industrial growth, 

cultural preservation, and sports development. 

5) Brief Summary of the Programme: 

 On September 25, 2024, the History Department, Political Science Department, 

and IQAC organized a one-day interdisciplinary national seminar on “The Relevance of Rajarshi 

Shahu Chhatrapati Maharaj in the 21st Century.” The seminar was inaugurated by Member of 

Parliament Shrimant Shahuji Chhatrapati Maharaj, who emphasized the importance of spreading 

Shahu Maharaj’s progressive ideology for meaningful social transformation. The Chairman of the 

Institution, Shri Manasingh Bondre, presided over the event. 

Session Highlights 

Session 1: The Contemporary Relevance of Shahu Maharaj’s Ideology 

Keynote Speaker: Senior Thinker Kishor Bedkihal (Satara) 

Highlighted the erasure of true history and the suppression of Shahu Maharaj’s progressive 

thoughts. Criticized modern politics for prioritizing religious funding over education, 

employment, and healthcare. Compared Shahu Maharaj’s efficient disaster management during 

plagues to modern leadership failures during COVID-19. 

Session Chair: Dr. J. K. Pawar 

Spoke about "ideological pollution" and how Shahu Maharaj’s policies on beekeeping, vocational 

training, education, and economic reforms remain relevant today. 

Session 2: Shahu Maharaj’s Religious Reforms 

Speaker: Senior Thinker Dr. Ashok Chousalkar 

Discussed Shahu Maharaj’s alignment with the Satyashodhak Movement and reformist principles 

of the Prarthana Samaj, Arya Samaj, and Christian missionaries. Highlighted his critical analysis 

of religious traditions and efforts to implement reforms for social welfare. 

Session Chair: Dr. Ravindra Bhange 

Praised Shahu Maharaj’s approach to religious reforms, emphasizing his establishment of 

independent religious institutions and his efforts to modernize social traditions. 

Concluding Session: New Directions for Research on Shahu Maharaj’s Thoughts 

Speaker: Dr. Avneesh Patil 
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Provided insights into emerging research areas on Shahu Maharaj’s contributions to education, 

governance, and social justice. 

Research Paper Presentations 

In the afternoon session, scholars and students presented selected papers from the 115 

submissions on Shahu Maharaj’s life and work, fostering in-depth discussions on his legacy. 

Event Coordination & Closing Ceremony 

Welcome Address & Introduction: Principal Dr. R. K. Shanediwan 

Vote of Thanks: Dr. Suresh Shikhare 

Anchoring & Session Moderation: Prof. P. K. Patil & Dr. Saroj Patil 

Organizing Team Members: Dr. R. D. Mandanikar, Dr. Vijay Dethe, Prof. S. D. Aparadh, Dr. 

S. D. Jadhav, Dr. Pandurang Patil, Mr. Ravindra Bhosale, and Mr. Manish Bhosale 

With active participation from faculty, researchers, and students, the seminar successfully 

highlighted the enduring relevance of Rajarshi Shahu Chhatrapati Maharaj’s progressive vision in 

today’s world. 
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The book titled "Rajarshi Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj: His Relevance in the 21st Century", organized by the Department 

of History, Department of Political Science, and IQAC on Wednesday, 25th September 2024, was released at the hands 

of Member of Parliament Shahu Maharaj and other dignitaries. 

 

 

 
The keynote speaker for the discussion session on the 

topic “Rajarshi Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj: His 

Relevance in the 21st Century”, organized by the 

Department of History, Department of Political Science, 

and IQAC on Wednesday, 25th September 2024, was Mr. 

Kishor Bedkihal from Satara. 

 In the discussion session on the topic “Rajarshi 

Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj: His Relevance in the 21st 

Century”, organized by the Department of History, 

Department of Political Science, and IQAC on 

Wednesday, 25th September 2024, a special address was 

delivered by Prof. Dr. Ashok Chousalkar from Kolhapur. 
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Prof. Dr. Avnish Patil from Kolhapur was the Chief Guest 

at the valedictory ceremony of the discussion session on 

the topic “Rajarshi Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj: His 

Relevance in the 21st Century”, organized by the 

Department of History, Department of Political Science, 

and IQAC on Wednesday, 25th September 2024. 

 While delivering the presidential valedictory address at 

the discussion session on the topic “Rajarshi 

Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj: His Relevance in the 21st 

Century”, organized by the Department of History, 

Department of Political Science, and IQAC on 

Wednesday, 25th September 2024, Principal Dr. R. K. 

Shanedivan shared his concluding remarks. 
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