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Fatima Sheikh: A Forgotten Figure in Indian history
(Biography)

Disha Athavle
B.A. 1

Fatima Sheikh was an educator and social re-
rmer, who was a colleague of the social reformers
yotirao Phule and Savitribai Phule. She is widely con-
idered to be India's first Muslim woman teacher.
atima Sheikh was the sister of Mian Usman Sheikh,
1 whose house Jyotirao and Savitribai Phule took up
sidence.

One of the first Muslim women teachers of
wodern India, she started educating Bahujan children
| Phules' school.On her 192nd birth anniversary, we
:member the life and contributions of Fatima Sheikh,
atima Sheikh, often a lost figure in Indian history,
as a pioneering teacher. anti-caste activist, proponent
f girls' education, and social reformer in 19th century
laharashtra. Along with Savitribai and Jyotirao
hule, she started the first girls' school in the country,
L spite of loud, threatening opposition. On her 192nd
rth anniversary, It's our duty to remember the oft-for-
otten  feminist jcon and her story. Befriending
avitribai and starting a girls' school in Pune.

Fatima Sheikh befriended Savitribai when the
vo were enrolled in a teachers' training programme by
merican missionary Cynthia Farrar. While in the
‘ogramme, both developed a bond over their politics
1d mission to educate those who had been tradition-
Iy denied knowledge and educationIn 1848,
avitribai, Fatima and Jyotirao opened the first school
r girls inside the premises of Fatima's home in Pune.
vitribai and Fatima took on the work of teaching a
nall group of girls there, with the help of Farrar, who
the time was based in Ahmednagar. Other schools
r Dalits and women followed, with Fatima and
wvitribai going to individual families across the town
~attempts to persuade them into enrolling their
ildren. Standing firm amidst fervent opposition.

However, in Pune, a conservative bastion of

gt

Marathi culture and tradition, the very act of trying to
educate the underprivileged caused uproar. It is said
that the two women would often have stones and
pieces of dung thrown at them while walking in the
streets. Fatima specifically is said to have borne the
wrath of both upper-caste Hindus and orthodox Mus-
lims.

Under pressure from upper castes, Jyotirao's fa-
ther evicted Savitribai and Jyotirao from the family
home in the late 1840s. With nowhere else to go, the
Phules would find shelter at the house of Mian Usman
Sheikh, where they would live till 1856. As many from
their own community abandoned them, Fatima Sheikh
and her brother stood strongly with the Phules and the
mission to educate girls and bahujans.Among the
many admirers of Sheikh is Dr Mahino Fatima, a1 In-
dian neurobiologist. Mahino says she belongs to a
cloth weaving family, which was historically denied
access to education.

"How can [ become a scientist if I have not ai-
tended a primary school? She brought up the idea that
we can also study the curriculum which men read. The
idea that girls and boys can have similar education was
a huge step forward," she tells TRT World. Sheikh
taught at various schools that the Phules ran over the
years. Eventually her efforts paid off and girls from
different castes and backgrounds who wouldn't other-
wise socialise, sat under one roof to take their
lessons.Phules and Sheikhs stressed on girls getting an
education in mathematics, science and social studies.
Within four years after Savitribai started the school,
the girls enrollment was ten times higher than the num-
ber of boys studying at any government school in the
area.

The impact of Fatima's collaboration with the
Phules went beyond education. It was one of the earli-
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someone from a lower Hindu caste for a common
cause.

Her achievements were partly recognised a few
years back when the Maharashtra State Bureau in-
cluded her brief bio in Urdu textbooks.

An elusive figure

Unfortunately, many details of Fatima Sheikh's
life and pioneering work have been lost. Unlike the
Phules, who left behind a treasure trove of literature in
the form of personal diaries, notes, letters, poems and
books, no sarviving documents of Fatima Sheikh are
available today.Even among Muslim icons, she is of-
ten forgotten, with figures such as Syed Ahmed Khan,
who established the Aligarh Muslim University, domi-
nating discourse on education and social reform.

However, while the details of Fatima Sheikh's
life might not be as well known, what is indisputable is
that she was a pioneering figure whose life, at a time
when regressive attitudes towards women and
bahujans pervaded society, is a testimony to her cour-
age. Remembering her today.

"Fatima Sheikh continues to fight for her right-
ful place in history." In 202, Fatima Shaikh was
honoured with a Google Doodle on her birthday. To-
day, some state governments have included her men-
tion in their history or political science syllabi.

Government

The best government

Always works like a best parent;
Quietly, sincerely,

Honestly, unobtrusively,
Without making too much fuss.

Like a protective, benevolent spirit,

It hovers around the citizens,

Well aware of their needs and expectations,
Manifesting its love and care

Tn nice little things happening around them.

Satyajeet Mane
B.Sc.1

Amazing facts about space and astronomy
(Conid. from Page 48 )
the solar wind. Our star sheds around 1.3 trillion tril-
lion trillion particles every second. This equates to
roughly one billion kilograms of matter per second, or
one Earth every 185 million years.
7. Vast amounis of water have been found in
space:

Earth's oceans may not be that unique. Three of
Jupiter's moons (Europa, Ganymede, and Callisto) and
two of Saturn's (Enceladus (pictured above) and Titan)
are thought to have underwater seas.Europa's ocean
may contain over twice the volume of water found on
Earth. However, the most water ever discovered sur-
rounds a black hole some 12 billion lightyears away.
This region contains vast amounts of water vapour, the
equivalent of 140 trillion times the volume of water in
Earth's oceans.

8. The Moon is getting farther away every year:

The Moon exerts a pull on Earth, causing our planet
to be slightly egg-shaped. It affects water even more,
creating tides and causing the oceans to pile up to-
wards one side of the planet, forming a 'tidal bulge'.
This bulge is dragged around with the Moon as it or-
bits. As Earth rotates faster than the Moon - 24 hours
versus 27.3 days - the bulge moves slightly ahead of
the Moon's position in orbit. The Moon pulls back on
it, effectively trying to slow it down and causing
Earth's rotation rate to gradually slow down over time
as a result. As the two bodies interact through gravity,
this tugging causes Earth to lose energy while the
Moon gains energy. Because of this energy boost the
Moon is slowly spiralling outwards, moving away
from us by 3.8cm per year.

9. Uranus is the coldest planet in the Solar System:

One of the big mysteries about Uranus is that it
doesn't give out much heat. Uranus is the coldest
planet in the Solar System, with temperatures in its
cloud tops averaging -224°C.
10.Black holes have theoretical opposites known as
white holes:

Black holes are known for their voracious appe-
tites; their influence is so strong that even light can't
escape their gravity. But they have a theoretical con-
verse - white holes. They are effectively the opposite
of their dark relatives, spitting out light and matter in-
stead of trapping it. So far, they are purely hypothetical
objects; astronomers are contemplating how they
could form in reality. &
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ROSE GARDEN
I loved this point. The Rose Garden is a promi-
nent attraction of Ooty visited by thousands of travel-
Jers round the year. Spread over an arca of 10 acres, the
orchard is one of the biggest T0s€ gardens 1n India. Ar-
ranged in curved terraces, the rose orchard houses
more than hundred varieties of roses including minia-
ture roses, hybrid tea roses, ramblers and much more.
Many of the rose species Were brought from' several
parts of the world including Australia.
THUNDER WORLD
A popular amusement park, the Thunder World is a
prominent tourist destination in QOoty that attracts
thousands of travellers all through the year. Often re-

ferred to as the Dinosaur Park, Thunder World houses -

models of several species of Dinosaurs. Needless to
say, the park is highly enjoyed by kids. Alternately, the
use of sound and technology make the park seem like
one-of-its-kind in Ooty.
MURUGAN TEMPLE and CAIRN HILL

At the end of the journey 1 saw Lord Murugan,
the temple is located at Elk Hill. The biggest attraction
here happens to be the 42-feet tall goldcn-coloured
statue of Lord Murugan which is equally awe-inspir-
ing. Since it is located on the Elk Mountains, the area
offers amazing Views of the surrounding vistas. After
that T witnessed the beauty of Cairn Hill, Located far
from the madding crowd, the Caim Hills are probably
the least explored region of Ooty. Surrounded by dense
forests all around, the Cairn Hills are home to some of
the best resorts in Ooty where high-end tourists often
end up spending 2 relaxing weekend. Alternately,
Cairn Hills isa great place to simply hang out or spend
some time in the evening strolling around.

" As a hill station, Ooty enjoys a cool and pleas- -

ant climate round the year. However, the best time 10
visit happens 10 be the summer months - from early
March to early June, when the weather is absolutely at
its best. Ooty enjoys moderate rainfall during the mon-
soons and winters are not too harsh either. Though
temperature may fall to 2°C or 3°C, despite that, ex-
ploring Ooty in winters has its own charm. Visiting a
Qoty was a best experience for me.

Laughter

(Humorous Writing)
Torana Perve
B.A.I

Husband : lost my wife, she went shopping &
hasn't come back yet.

Inspector: What is her height?

Husband: I never checked.

Inspector: Slim Of healthy?

Husband : Not slim, can be healthy.

Inspector : Colour of eyes?

Husband : Never noticed.

Inspector: Colour of hair?

Husband: Changes according to season.
Inspector: What was she wearing?

Husband: Not sure whether it was a dress or a suit.
Inspector: Was she driving?
Husband: yes.

Inspector: colour of the car?.
Husband : black Audi A8 with supercharged 3.0
litre V6 engine generating 333 horse power
teamed with an eight-speed tiptronic automatic
transmission with manual mode. And it has full
LED headlights, which use light emitting diodes
for all light functions and has a very thin scratch
on the front left door..
...and then the

my husband started crying.
Inspector: Don't worry sir,..we will find your car.

FE T

Wife: had ur lunch.?
Husband : had ur lunch?
Wife: 1 m asking you
Husband: im asking you
Wife ; u copying me.?

Husband : u copying me?
Wife: let's go shopping
Husband :Yes i had my Iunch.




